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Statement of Objects 

The objects of the Incorporated Association are: 

 To promote excellence in woodwork by teaching and encouraging members 
and students; 

 To assist members in displaying and marketing their woodcraft where 
necessary; 

 To share information amongst group members and other interested bodies in 
the form of meetings, demonstrations, exhibitions and workshops; 

 To support and assist members and other interested persons in their pursuit 
of excellence in woodcraft; 

 To encourage all aspects of good design and workmanship in order to 
achieve a quality finished article. 
 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Chit Chat are not necessarily those of the CVWA 

Contact Details:    Secretary: Lyn Roberts   email: cvwassoc@gmail.com 

                                       Newsletter Editor: Olly Forman   email: ollyfor@gmail.com 

 

 

  The CVWA gratefully acknowledges these sponsors for 2020 

PGH Accountants 
 

Grafton Textiles 
 

Rob Heathcote 
 

Bendigo Bank 
 

Fitzroy St Dental 
 

Accent Hearing 
 

Koppers 
 

Clarence Valley Sheds 
 

Grafton City Batteries 
 

Bunnings 
 

Coldstream Gallery East Coast Bearings 
 

Crispin Cabinets 
 

Tim White and Associates 
 

Holiday Coast Meats 
 

J Notara 
 

CDA Eastlands 
 

Clarence Valley Council 
 

Lets make time 
 

Hensons Sawmill 
 

103.1 FM Grafton 
 

Carbatec Tools 
 

Vines Restaurant 
 

Camphor Plywood Co 

Low Pressure Surf Shop 
 

Grafton Toyota 
 

Nancy Eggins 
Encouragement award 

Mc Lennan Deece 
 

South Grafton Club 
 

Wendy Bellamy 
Encouragement award 
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FROM PRESIDENT   Roy Ellery 

 
Hello fellow woodworkers, 
 
Hoping this Chit Chat finds everyone and their families well and in good health. It is a most 
unusual time that we are living in, a complete change to our lifestyle. One advantage we 
have with all that is happening is a chance to really catch up on things to turn, carve, build 
or make the effort to just get things done. A time for some of us to reflect on the past (the 
use of newspaper for more than reading), spending time as a family group, playing board 
games, doing jigsaws and just mellowing out a bit.  
 
Club activities are all on hold as you all know, but we will come out of it better than ever. 
So I say to all, stay safe and healthy and I look forward to seeing you all when things get 
back to normal ….whatever that means. 
 
Yours in woodworking, 
Roy 
 

 

FROM SECRETARY   Lyn Roberts (from a previous email) 

Hello Everyone, 

As you are aware a Committee Meeting is scheduled for the 1st April 2020 and a General 
Members Meeting on Saturday 18th April 2020 it has been decided that due to the present 
virus situation that the Club's meetings be cancelled until future notice. 

As you are probably aware Bunnings have cancelled the fund raising BBQs for the future. 
In regard to the BBQs I would like to thank those of you who have come along to help out 
in the past. Hopefully this situation will not last too long. 

It is felt that the business of the Club can be dealt with either by telephone or by email, so 
if any member has a problem that needs solving please contact me by email or telephone 
66454304 and I will try and find someone within the Club that can solve your question. 

Colin Lang will be forwarding an email shortly letting you know of the progress with the 
move to Ulmarra. (Now in this newsletter) 

A Treasurers report will also be coming to you for your information. 

As we are going to miss out on the show and tell in the month coming if you would like to 
email me a picture of your creation with a short description I would be happy to circulate 
the pictures for you. Also if you have any item that you would like to sell give me a few 
details and a price and that can also be circulated. 

As you may be aware there was a recent accident at the Hoof Street Shed and for those 
who know nothing of this it was Lauren. She went off to hospital on the day and I 
understand had to return to the hospital for the wound to be checked and had a small 
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operation last Saturday the 14th March. She has her finger incapacitated for six weeks and 
I believe will have some physio following the six weeks. The tendon will take about 3-4 
months to repair itself. I spoke with Lauren this morning and she seems in fine spirits 
although itching to get out to her shed. Apparently she has a few ideas on what she 
intends to do with her work space. Hopefully Lauren will keep us up to date with her new 
ideas. 

The Council have returned the signed Lease and the rent on Ulmarra has been paid for 
the full year, so it’s full steam ahead. 

I will keep you up to date from time to time until we can get together again, keep safe and 
well until then. 

Lyn 
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PROGRESS ON THE MOVE TO ULMARRA SHED   Colin Lang 

Many members got to see the Ulmarra shed firsthand at our February meeting. Since then 
quite a lot has happened – both to do with our move to Ulmarra and to do with COVID-19! 

Clarence Valley Council approval is required for some changes, including the extension to 
the mezzanine floor upstairs. We are currently waiting for the engineer’s specifications so 
we can get on with the drawings and application to council. 

Electrical changes have been completed (except for a couple of lights that can’t go in until 
the mezzanine extension is completed). There will be plenty of power outlets! This has 
taken a couple of electrically-qualified members quite a few hours. Thanks guys!! 

The storeroom adjacent to the toilet has shelving and space to accommodate Jacaranda 
tables, Jacaranda linen and display stands along with Bunnings BBQ essentials and some 
spare chairs. 

The “tool room” has been fitted out with bench space, drawers and shelves to 
accommodate had tools and equipment. It has space for the Tormek wet-wheel sharpener, 
along with a couple of scroll saws, to be permanently set up. Downlights above the bench 
will provide good lighting. 

Upstairs a rack has been built to give easy access to timber. Timber from Hoof Street has 
been moved to these racks. This will be available for members at nominal cost. 

Also ventilation has been installed in the shipping container. 

Unfortunately rules relating to COVID-19 meant that the team of volunteers who had 
offered to help transfer machinery and equipment from Hoof St to Ulmarra could not be 
utilised. Clarence Valley Council gave us a couple of weeks’ extension on the original 31 
March deadline for vacating Hoof St. 

Bit by bit everything has been moved and Hoof Street sheds and the storage shed at 
South Grafton are now empty.  

The shipping container at South Grafton is still “full” of timber. We will need a team to 
move this and so it will have to wait until restrictions ease a little. 

At this stage machinery is being re-assembled and placed in position in the downstairs 
workshop area. Work is also continuing to set up the kitchen and library facilities. At the 
moment Roy and I are working regularly at the shed in line with current restrictions. Before 
restrictions went to Level 3 there was a steady flow of volunteers to get things done. The 
support from those who could help and those that wanted to help has been a great 
encouragement. 

At the special Committee Meeting held in January a “Proposed Plan of Works”, including 
estimated costs, was discussed and approved. The order of work has changed because of 
the need for CVC approval on some work. However, the cost of work completed so far is 
approximately $2300. This compares to the estimated cost of $2900 for the work 
completed so far. 
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Under the current circumstances with COVID-19 restrictions it looks like it will be quite a 
while before members will be able to gather at the shed. Setting up will continue steadily 
anyway. In the meantime make use of your own sheds or be thinking of the next project 
you want to work on! 

Colin 
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Robert Chesworth 

I have been working on a family of Bull Ants, Bridge Ants and White ants. 
A couple of Bull Ants we’re walking over the floor in our sun room. I somehow was bitten 
on the foot by a very aggressive one. I thought I would have a go at turning a family of  
them…….. 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
They say inspiration comes to you from the ground up? 
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MINUTES – General Meeting of Members 

Clarence Valley Woodworkers Assn. Incorp. 

10 a.m. Saturday 29
th

 February 2020 

Clubhouse Small Park, Ulmarra 

 

APOLOGIES:  Tom & Beverley Brayshaw, Lynne Davies, John McBratney, Tom 

Crozier, Ted Springlewski, John Said Tony Williams, Richard Nicholls Helen 

Morrison, Myra Grady and Steve Clarke 

 

MEETING OPENED:  10.10 a.m. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

IN:  11.2.20  Letter from Clarence Valley Council attaching draft lease 

       18.02.20 Jasmine Oakes Clarence Valley Council regarding Plans of   

             Management for Small Park 

       21.02.20 Julie McConachy Timber Trader News – April Addition 

       21.02.20 John McBratney letter of resignation 

       25.2.20 Email from Jasmine Oakes, Clarence Valley Council attaching Minutes        

 of Meeting on the 24
th

 February 2020 

OUT:   21.2.20 Tracey-Ann Burnett, Clarence Valley Council requesting amendments 

to draft lease 

21.2.20 email to John McBratney in response to his letter of resignation 

 

Roy Ellery read the correspondence and also advised that the fresh Lease had arrived 

from Council for signing and that Council would not agree to all amendments 

requested. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Bob Montgomery the Treasurer gave details of the current 

situation regarding bank balances etc. 

 

The Financial report was delivered by Bob Montgomery and accepted by Neil Cryer. 

 

John Hall made enquires as to whether the Jacaranda Festival had made a profit, 

and was advised by the Treasurer that the Club broke even as there were grants 

received. 

 

There were further discussions as to the possibility of changing the venue for the 

festival, but if the venue changed from the South Grafton Club would that mean that 

CVWA would lose the grants and the Jacaranda Schools prizes. 
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It was also brought to the attention of the members that there will be an increase in 

the commission on sales payable to members.  Bob Aitken advised that this decision 

was made in 2018. 

 

Members were referred to the December issue of Chip Chat to see a full disclosure of 

income and expenditure was set out for members’ information. 

 

Bob Montgomery also mentioned that the rent for the auditorium was $2,000.00, food 

etc has to go through the South Grafton Club at our expense which was approx. 

$650.00. 

 

It was suggested by several members that perhaps the time of the exhibition be 

shortened. 

 

It was also pointed out that although the Club did not make a profit from the 

exhibition members were still making money from the sale of their items on show. 

 

If any member would like to contribute some ideas in relation to the Jacaranda 

Festival the first of the Jacaranda Committee meetings is on the 10
th

 June 2020 at  10 

a.m. at the South Grafton Club. 

 

Several alternative venues were suggested for the Festival, but further investigations 

need to be made.   So if any member can bring to the Clubs notice of any alternative 

venue please let the committee know. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

 

(a) New Members Ryland O'Connell, Tony Williams, Bob Northam, Andre Cunin, 

Tom Crozier.  Letters of welcome have been sent out. 

 

There were two new members in attendance at the Meeting Bob Northam and Andre 

Cunin and they were introduced to the members.   

 

(b) The Timber Milling and Sales Policy has now been reworded and the main 

milling members have now read the proposed policy and the only comment was from 

Andrew Grady who thought the softsider was not suitable for drying timber. The 

attached Timber Milling and Sales Policy can now be accepted. 

 

The Timber Milling and Sales Policy was put forward and the only comment was from 

Brett that the milling policy should apply to paying members. He was advised that the 

red print on the policy attached to the Agenda would be removed upon the acceptance 

of the Policy. 
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The Timber Milling and Sales Policy was accepted. 

 

(c) The Shed Policy is still being amended and requires to go before the Committee 

but will be ready at the next general meeting which will be at Roy Ellery's home at 

Iluka on the 18
th

 April 2020 at 10 a.m. (put off for a later date. Ed.) A draft Shed 

Policy is attached. 

 

In relation to the Shed Policy if any members have any comments to make would they 

please let the Secretary/Lyn know before the next Committee Meeting (to be 

announced. Ed.) 

 

(d) General Meetings on the 27
th

 June 2020 and 29
th

 August 2020 need a venue 

 

Jim Morrison said that the meeting of the 27
th

 June 2020 could be at his property but 

this date would have to be confirmed. 

 

Robert Chesworth put up his hand for this date 29
th

 August 2020.  This date will also 

have to be confirmed as it would be the Annual General Meeting. 

 

Thank you Jim and Rob. 

 

(e)  Invitation to CVWA from the owner of the Cowper Gallery (Kerry Bowles) to 

stage an exhibition in June or July. 

 

The Club has been invited to stage an exhibition at the Cowper Gallery which is Old 

Church, Old Pacific Highway Cowper and if anyone is interested in taking part in 

this exhibition then would they please contact Secretary/Lyn.  There will be the 

opportunity for the sale of items.   If sufficient members are interested then an 

appointment will be made with Kerry Bowles to outline the requirements and details. 

 

(f)  Progress with Ulmarra Shed 

 

Roy advised that the move from Hoof Street is well under way and should be complete 

by the end f March. 

A Development Application  and Engineering Certificate has to be prepared to cover 

the items of work that need to be undertaken in particular the proposed mezzanine 

level. 

The toilet is now operational with a locking door and walls constructed to enclose it. 

The ladder to the existing mezzanine level has been removed and a stair case has 

been constructed. 

 

John Hall asked for an updated cost of the works.  John also asked what the stairs 
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cost and was advised that the stairs cost $599.00 from Scott Metals Brisbane. 

 

There were concerns raised regarding the move from Hoof Street to Ulmarra as to the 

need for the move, costings and whether the constitution was followed. 

 

An enquiry was made as to whether shed managers had been appointed and the 

President advised that volunteers are needed.  The question of the machinery upkeep 

was also raised and it was pointed out that the draft CVWA Shed Policy & 

Procedures will cover this once finalised. 

 

(g) A draft Lease was received with Councils letter of the 11
th

 February 2020 and a 

letter was returned on the 21
st
 February 2020 with the Clubs requested amendments. 

A Lease was received on Friday afternoon with a letter from Council which indicated 

that they did not intend to amend the Lease.  The Lease was executed following the 

meeting and delivered to the Council Chambers at Maclean on Monday 2
nd

 March 

2020. 

 

(h) Insectocuters should be purchased for the Ulmarra Shed. 

 

Upon enquiry it was found that these items would be ineffective and would therefore 

not be purchased. 

 

(i) The next Bunnings BBQ is on Sunday the 15
th

 March 2020 and could anyone 

willing to help would they please speak to either Bob Montgomery or Lyn. 

 

(j)  Jasmine Oakes of Council held a meeting at Small Park Ulmarra on the 24
th

 

February 2020 and a copy of the email and minutes are attached 

 

SHOW AND TELL: 

 

Neil Cryer brought along a three drawer jewellery box in decking timber and 

Jacaranda, and a pierced ball 

 

Bob Aitken had a leafed bowl with lid, a hollowing out tool for turning which he said 

was inexpensive to make, the last item was a Jacaranda bowl with a burnt bottom of 

mango.  It also had unusual flower stamens with an unpronounceable name 

( Cottonbuddus yellowiana Ed.) 

 

Jim Morrison brought along a concept for a wine rack which he is developing for a 

friend in the shape of the Sydney Harbour Bridge.   

 

John Philipse turned a segmented bowl in different timbers 
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Alan Bishop attended a workshop recently and brought along a bowl in the shape of a 

flower petal made from White Beech. 

 

Lauren Noordhof had some small wooden carved toys which is part of a game of 

naughts and crosses.   

 

Rob Chesworth had a spinning top with a wand and the spinning top would spin on 

the wand. 

 

Rob also brought along a large number of woodworking books which were donated 

by Alan King a member from Lawrence who is unwell at the present time.  The books 

will be handed to the Club Libraian and if there are any duplicates they will be sold 

to Members that wish to purchase them.  A letter will go out to Alan thanking him for 

the donation. 

 

Andrew Grady donated a lot of dried timber for the club members to select from.  

Thanks Andrew. 

 

The Show and Tell raffle was won by John Philipse who took the Club voucher for 

$20.00 and Andrew Grady who took the Bunnings Gift Card for $20.00. 

 

Jim Morrison would like a workshop on Sharpening Large blades and reinserting 

them if anyone can suggest a name to be approached. 

 

Neil Cryer is looking for a Spoke Shave if anyone has a spare or no longer wants to 

use it.  Please contact Neil if there is one available to discuss terms. 

 

Pat Johnson is looking for some Camphor Laurel and the ideal size would be 300mm 

by 100 mm if anyone can help out please contact Pat. 

 

MEETING CLOSED:  11.50 a.m. 

 

The Meeting was very well attended with 38 members 
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MEMBERS MEETING 
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SHOW AND TELL 

 

ALAN BISHOP 

 

 

 

NEIL CRYER 
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19 
 

 
LAUREN NOORDHOF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROY ELLERY 
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Alan Bishop 

I have a couple of items… 
  
Clarence Valley Woodworkers are no social media mobile!  For all those who use social 
media to keep up with families, CV Woodies now have a Facebook Group – search 
Clarence Valley Woodies.  At this stage, the group is public – anyone can see the posts 
and comments, but only members can post or comment.  Membership is restricted to 
current and past members of CV Woodies or NR Woodies, and to those who would like to 
join CV Woodworkers Association.  On Facebook, search for Clarence Valley Woodies. 
  
Two photos attached. 
  
The first is a small box made to hold the ashes of a pet who passed away.  Made from 
ebony and an unknown timber from the beaches of North West Cape. 
  
The second is a shooting board made to plane perfect and square 45 degree mitres for 
boxes.  It worked really well – I don’t know why I took so long to make it! 
  
Alan 
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John McBratney 

I am making a lounge coffee table based on a design available in the US (I think) called 
the Latitude Run Square Coffee Table. 

I do not have plans so I have designed it myself based on similar overall dimensions.  The 
construction is I think completely difference as I have used Festool Dominos throughout 
(free tenon joints). 

The project is nowhere near complete but I have some photos of the overall framework put 
together with the Festool Domino tenons but not glued as yet.  The finished design has 
four drawers at the bottom level, one on each side occupying half the width of each side. 

This is the next step, to make the drawers.  It has been fun, the timber was all milled by 
me from rough boards given to me by a friend.  The timber is White Cedar and Camphor 
Laurel.  The drawers will be made from Silky Oak.  I had to hand flaten the main boards 
using a Fore plane and winding sticks (home made with white inlays). 
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The planes were an old German Henry Boker (timber with a curved blade radius about 8 
inches, circa 1920, I think) and an Australian made Stanley No 4 that I bought new around 
1961, I refurbished it and re-ground the blade to a curved radius around 10 inches.  

I have refurbished all my planes following Paul Sellar's recommended approach.  The 
results are spectacular, see also the photo of a $40 Stanley No. 5 refurbished according to 
Paul Sellars and the blade sharpened  using successively smaller grit diamond plates 
(Veritas guide) and a leather strop to finish.  The blade cuts effortlessly with a gentle push 
through A4 printer paper.  In the plane I planed a 25 m wide white cedar plank edge and 
took off a 4 thou full width shaving for the whole 90 cm length.  THAT is a well set up plane 
and a sharp blade. Thank you Paul Sellars! 

Back to the table, the main boards were all hand flattened as above on one side, then 
thicknessed on my Makita planer/thicknesser and edge jointed by hand, using the above 
mentioned planes.  They were then joined using Festool Dominos.  Each joint was glued 
separately, clamped and held flat until the glue dried then the next plank was attached in a 
similar manner until I had a 828 by 828 mm square panel. 

I made all three panels in this manner.  Glue is Gorilla (Bunnings).  It appears to be as 
good as Titebond but lots cheaper. 

Under normal circumstance I would be pleased to give a presentation on this but at 
present that is not possible.  Similarly the plane refurbishment is something of an art and 
again I could do a presentation BUT I recommend instead to look at Paul Sellar's video. 

Regards 

John  (John McBratney, Lawrence, Ph 0409 160 741) 

PS 

Can answer any questions via email  
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Dick White 

 
I don’t usually do much for show and tell but in these difficult times I have been spending 
time in my shed and one of my granddaughters will be the beneficiary of my time. 
 
I am building her a dolls house and I have attached a photo of the outback dunny and a 
pile of timber that hopefully will finish up looking like a dolls house in coming weeks. 
I hope that this will enthuse other members to spend time in their shed. 
Cheers for now,  
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WOOD FOR SALE    Andrew Grady 

Silky Oak in 1inch boards 14inches x12foot and also turning pieces. 

Also the same again in Camphor Laurel, Jacaranda and some very good pine. 

Call Andrew and talk to him regarding prices. Ph.0429990300 

 

TWO ITEMS FOR SALE    Neil Cryer 

A friend has this versatile clamping system for sale for $80.  It is unused. 

Anyone interested can give me a call as it’s at my place. Ph 0435644396
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I was asked today if I know anyone interested in buying this Spindle Moulder, the seller 
wants $300. I can’t vouch for it, however I believe it’s a reputable gentlemen selling it. 
Anyone interested, I’ll put them in touch with the seller.  

Thanks Neil. 

     

 

 

From Editor 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to this Chip Chat – I think it makes the newsletter 
much more lively and interesting.  

Until next newsletter inJune if not before……. 

Olly 
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